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	Why do we have a Rapid Response Team
	What is the role of the Rapid Response Team
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What is a Rapid Response Team?


and


Why Should I Care?��Rapid Response Teams Save Lives
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Our team of employees want to do what is best for our patients by delivering the highest possible quality of care�


Our employees are empowered to decide when a patient needs additional assistance�


When the  Rapid Response Team is activated a team of our employees will deploy to the patient’s room for additional support


An assessment of the patient will take place





The Rapid Response Team will notify the physician or practitioner that the patient’s situation has changed�


The patient’s pertinent background information will be provided to the physician or practitioner





Important background information will be provided to the physician





Recommendations will be made for additional treatment   
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For more information contact:





<Your designated individual contact information>





People die unnecessarily every single day in hospitals





Signs of instability that lasts 6-8 hours precede unexpected cardiac arrests in hospitalized patients





Most common system abnormalities are respiratory deterioration or alteration of mental status (level of consciousness)





Early intervention often avoids code situations and transfers to an intensive care unit


When to call the Rapid Response Team





Assess





Stabilize





Assist with communication





Educate and support





Assist with transfer, if necessary








Remember you are a


TEAM MEMBER!





Your role is to work with the primary care nurse to care for the patient









































1.  If there is an emergency  �     situation and you are unable to   �|    get the attention of the hospital �     staff.


2.  If there is a noticeable change in �     the medical condition of the �     patient and the health care team �     is not recognizing your concern.


3.  If there is a serious concern or �     confusion about the patient’s �     treatment or plan of care.�


Most importantly:


Unexplained concerns you, the family have about the patient














A Rapid Response Team is a team of clinical personnel with critical care skills trained to evaluate, determine and potentially manage a patient, which may be rapidly deteriorating.  The team works in collaboration with the primary care nurse caring for the patient.  The Rapid Response Team consists of an intensive care nurse, or a critical care nurse, the Nursing Supervisor and a Respiratory Therapist.





The goal of this team is to rescue the patient and prevent avoidable death!





To activate the Rapid Response Team call the Switchboard Operator by dialing <(0)> from the patient’s room





Request that the Operator activate the Rapid Response Team to report to your family’s room





Be sure to stay on the line until the Operator clearly knows the location of your family member











